
 

GOOD PRACTICE DESCRIPTION FORM

Title Biodiversity friend

Proposer 
subject

Provincia Autonoma di Trento

Short 
description 
of the 
practice

Biodiversity Friend is a private standard, owned by WBA (World Biodiversity 
Association), and released in 2010.
WBA was founded in 2004 at the Museum of Natural History in Verona (Italy) with 
the main purpose of protecting and enhancing biodiversity through wide reaching 
educational activity.
Biodiversity Friend is not restricted in certifying the engagement of the farm towards
a real reduction of the biodiversity loss, but represents a stimulus for the farm 
towards a progressive increase of the biological diversity and an improvement of the 
quality of the products. 
In this way the farmers become, finally, outright tutors of the environmental integrity
of the agrosystems and, in this dimension must be considered by the public opinion 
(that represents at the same time the consumers) and by the persons responsible of 
the decision-making processes.
The trademark "Biodiversity Friend" is owned by WBA and is patented worldwide.
CSQA is the only certification body chosen by the WBA to certificate Biodiversity 
Friend. 

The certification standard “Biodiversity Friend” considers the environmental impacts
of the activities and transformation processes in agriculture towards the ecosystem 
quality and biodiversity loss. The operative strategies have been fixed in 12 actions 
related to: Methods of parasite and weed control, methods of soil fertility 
reconstitution, hydric resources management, presence of hedges and woods, 
presence of nectariferous species, conservation of the agrarian biodiversity, soil 
quality, water quality. air quality, use of renewable energy, methods of low impact 
production, other actions that can have beneficial effects on biodiversity.
The standard is applicable to all farm productions.
Environmental quality is selected through the biodiversity indicators of the soil, 
water and air, uses on biomonitoring methods developed by the WBA onlus 
Scientific Committee. 

Aim of the 
best 
practices

The aim of the standard is to ensure that the production process does not lead to a 
loss of biodiversity resulting in the disappearance of plant and animal species present
in the specific working area and ensure that the company is constantly engaged in 
improving the quality of the environment in which it works. Farmers in this sense are
true guardians of the environmental integrity of the area.

Suggestion 
for 
implementat
ion

Add one more floristic and vegetational indicator to integrate the certification, in 
order to have a best control of biodiversity in the pilot farms vineyard involved in 
Ecovinegoals project.

Expected 
Results

It provides to protect biodiversity during the manufacturing process.
It promotes the farm-tourism aspects of the area, increasing the consumer’s attention 
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to areas not traditionally considered as places for tourism and recreation. 

Improvable 
or Critical 
Aspects

A critical aspect can be the expenditure and the cost of the certification.

Bibliographi
c 
indications

https://biodiversityassociation.org/it/
https://www.csqa.it/ 
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